
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
29 November 2010  
 
 
On behalf of the South African Council of Churches (SACC), I acknowledge with gratitude the 
opportunity granted by the Department of Energy to comment and make submission on the Draft 
Integrated Resource Plan (Electricity) 2010.  The draft will affect the life of every citizen and anyone 
who will reside in this country for the next twenty years. Access to energy – in this case electricity – 
should mean in every sense access to an economy that provides for the necessities of wellbeing, 
shelter, transport, food and quality jobs or- as we say in moral and faith language – “sustainable 
livelihoods”. 
 
The SACC represents 26 Christian denominations ranging from Roman Catholic to Protestant, 
Evangelical to Reformed, Pentecostal to African Instituted Churches and three Para-Church 
organisations. These denominations relate to the SACC through a constitutional membership and in 
this sense the SACC represents an estimated 14-15 million Christians. The most important facet of 
the SACC and its member churches is a faith mandate to listen to and speak on behalf of the many 
members who are impoverished, vulnerable and excluded from much of the nation’s economic 
activity. The Parliamentary Office was created by the Churches to engage government on such 
matters and especially on those issues which bear national interest on the life and times of our 
people. As I’ve said, the proposed energy plan is one such issue.     
   
So, I believe we are dealing here with a defining moment in the life of our nation as we project our 
choices for an energy resource plan over the next twenty years. Moments such as these are shaped 
by the kind of choices human beings make. In the Hebrew scriptures, history records how many 
years ago a warning was given to a particular nation that had tried to separate its dreams for 
material success, wealth and prosperity from its religious and moral identity. That warning came in a 
clear set of choices put to the nation as follows: “See, I set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and destruction....I command you to love the Lord your God and to keep his decrees 
and commandments ... But if your heart turns away ... you will be destroyed ... you will not 
live long in the land you possess. This day I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life so that you 
and your children may live ... for the Lord is your life.” (Deuteronomy 30:11-20, New 
International Version). 
 
Life – or the quality thereof - is best defined by the social, political and economic choices that 
leaders of a nation make for their people. These choices may appear to be technical and 
complicated but at the heart they need to satisfy two sets of moral criteria. The first is to what extent 
does the choice made meet the spiritual desire that seeks for wellbeing, meaning and human 
flourishing in every human being? The second is found in the moral fabric of our Constitution. How 
will DoE’s choices for an energy plan square up to our Constitutional mandate that promises 
access for all to a quality of energy.  Quality energy that enhances our wellbeing, promises healthy 
living and working environment and at the same time generate hope for generations to come?  
For this reason I have come to support the submission of the SACC “Clean energy for a healthy 
nation”. “Clean energy for a healthy nation” is a challenge to the moral logic of DIRP 2010 and to its 
projections, plans and energy proposals for the future. Our submission is a moral critique of the 
DIRP 2010 in support of a clean energy plan that will embrace the environmental, social, material, 
political, economic, moral - and above all – the spiritual health of the nation. 
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